ab externo Approach in Glaucoma" (British Journal of Ophthalmology, 33, 514, 1949) Sclerotomy ab externo, which is carried out more frequently now than in the past, is mainly used in cases of glaucoma.
When the anterior chamber is shallow the incision made by a Graefe knife is difficult to perform and the lens may easily be injured. In such cases Elschnig (1928) recommended an incision ab externo made by a special knife. Even in cases with a normal anterior chamber he used this method to avoid possible damage to the lens and iris. During this procedure the outflow of fluid is slower and more gradual, which is a very important point because in glaucomatous eyes the sudden change of tension may cause severe haemorrhages. Zirm (1925 Zirm ( , 1929 and Kapuseinski held the same opinion. Salzmann (1930) examined many excised eyes and arrived at the conclusion that the main cause of unsuccessful results in iridectomy lay in the damage done to the anterior capsule.
He tried to incise the sclera above the margin of the cornea; this resulted in the prolapse of the iris, so that it was not necessary to enter the anterior chamber with instruments. Theii he used to seize the iris with forceps and cut it away. Terson may be mentioned among the French followers of this method. Weekers (1931) 
